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PONTYPOOL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY,  1963 


Area  of  District 15,907  acres 

Rateable  Value  (1.4.’63) £1,049,520 

Estimated  product  of  Id.  rate  (1.4.’63)  . . . . . . £4,220 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1.4. ’63)  . . . . . . 12*599 

Number  of  Council-owned  houses  (3 1.1 2. ’63)  . . . . 4,126 

Number  of  Council  houses  built  during  1963  . . . . 64 

Population  (Estimated  mid-1963)  ..  ..  ..  39,280 

Number  of  live  births  (1963)  ..  ..  ..  ..  ’675 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  . . . . . . 17.2 

Number  of  illegitimate  live  births  . . . . . . 27 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  ..  4.0% 

Number  of  stillbirths  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  13 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  . . 18.9 

Total  live  and  stillbirths  . . . . . . . . . . 688 

Number  of  infant  deaths  (deaths  under  1 year)  . . 20 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  - total  . . 29.6 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1.000  legitimate  live  births 

- legitimate  . . . . . . . . . . . . 27.8 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

-illegitimate  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  74' 1 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1 ,000 

live  births)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 22.2 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1 week 

per  1 ,000  total  live  births)  ..  ..  ..  ..  19.3 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under 

1 week  combined  per  1 ,000  total  live  and  stillbirths)  37.8 

Number  of  maternal  deaths  (including  abortion)  . . NIL 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1 ,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  NIL 

Number  of  deaths  (1963) . . ..  ..  ..  ..  512 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population. . ..  ..  ..  13.0 


Year 

Births 

Deaths 

Natural  Irr 

1948 

744 

478 

266 

1949 

740 

531 

209 

1950 

743 

510 

233 

1951 

697 

568 

129 

1952 

699 

507 

192 

1953 

683 

466 

217 

1954 

628 

480 

148 

1955 

563 

510 

53 

1956 

571 

543 

28 

1957 

593 

475 

118 

1958 

623 

461 

162 

1959 

569 

471 

98 

1960 

587 

498 

89 

1961 

649 

517 

132 

1962 

632 

481 

151 

1963 

675 

512 

163 
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PONTYPOOL  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Councillors: 

Chairman  : Mrs.  F.  M.  Prosser,  j.p 
Vice-Chairman  : H.  J.  Rosser 

Wards: 


Garndiffaith: 

G.  Miles 
G.  W.  Morris 
N.  Townsend 

Snatchwood: 

S.  W.  Ball 
N.  L.  Hillman 
E.  H.  Parker 

Pontypool: 

J.  H.  Evans 

W.  G.  Hillier 

Mrs.  F.  M.  Prosser,  j.p. 

Mrs.  M.  Strickland 

Griffithstown : 

C.  J.  R.  Irving, 

R.  E.  Moore 


Abersychan: 

W.  C.  Chivers 

W.  Higgs 

J.  D.  C.  Webster 

Wainfelin: 

Mrs.  W.  M.  Hill 
H.  J.  Rosser 
G.  R.  Trim,  j.p. 

Pontymoile: 

W.  L.  Jackson,  m.m.,  b.e.m. 
Mrs.  M.  L.  Lee,  m.b.e.,  j.p. 


Sebastopol: 

H.  Bullimore 
Mrs.  A.  M.  Moore 


New  Inn: 

A.  C.  Jones,  County  Councillor 
J.  R.  Kilmister 

Council  Meeting — Last  Tuesday  in  the  month  at  6 p.m. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


The  Public  Health  Committee  is  a major  Committee  and  is 
comprised  of  all  Members  of  the  Council 

Chairman:  Councillor  W.  G.  Hillier 
Public  Health  Committee  Meeting  : 

Tuesday  following  the  first  Monday  in  each  month.  (August  excepted) 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  STAFF 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  . . F.  J.  Hallinan,  m.b.e.  (Mil.). 

M.B.,  B.CH.,  B.A.O.  (N.U.I.). 
d.p.h.  (Wales) 

Official  Address:  Library  Buildings.  Pontypool. 

Telephone:  Pontypool  700  (Ext.  40). 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  . . J.  M.  Williams,  m.a.p.ii.i. 
Official  Address:  Library  Buildings,  Pontypool. 

Telephone:  Pontypool  700  (Ext.  41). 

District  Public  Health  Inspector. . B.  Gilford,  m.r.s.l,  a.m.ls.e., 

M.R.I.P.H.  & H. 


District  Public  Health  Inspector. . J.  M.  Jones,  Cert,  r.s.i. 
District  Public  Health  Inspector. . K..  H.  D.  Wilkins,  a. r.s.i., 

M.R.I.P.H.  & H. 


Resigned  31/8/1963 

Student  Public  Health  Inspector. . Reginald  Glyn  Morgan 

Clerk  to  the  Department  ..  Mrs.  E.  B.  Davies 

All  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  are  qualified  Inspectors 
of  meat  and  other  foods. 

The  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  and  District  Inspector  Wilkins 
possess  the  Smoke  Inspector’s  Certificate. 


OTHER  COUNCIL  OFFICIALS 


Clerk  of  the  Council  . . 
Deputy  Clerk 
Treasurer  and  Accountant 
Engineer  and  Surveyor 

Parks  Superintendent  . . 
Housing  Officer 


H.  Cook,  Esq.  (Solicitor) 
A.  E.  Luffman,  Esq. 

T.  R.  James,  Esq. 

W.  Brown,  Esq., 
a.m.i.mun.e.,  a.m.i.c.e. 

W.  R.  Dadge,  Esq., 

F.INST.P.A ., 

W.  G.  Ashman,  Esq. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


for  the 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  PONTYPOOL 
for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1963. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Pontypool  Urban  District  Council. 


Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  annual  public  health  report 
for  the  district  for  the  year  1963. 

This  report  has  been  compiled  to  satisfy  Regulations  5(3)  and 
15(5)  of  the  Public  Health  Officers  Regulations,  1959,  and  instruc- 
tions laid  down  in  Circular  1/64  (Wales)  dated  13th  January,  1964, 
from  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health. 


General  Comment 

This  year  was  an  epidemic  one  for  measles  for  this  district  in 
common  with  the  rest  of  the  country  and  some  684  cases  were 
officially  notified.  Another  item  of  importance  from  the  notifiable 
diseases  aspect  was  the  occurrence  of  one  case  of  paratyphoid  B. 
infection  in  a male  aged  62  years.  It  was  felt  that  this  man,  by 
virtue  of  his  employment,  might  have  acquired  his  infection  in 
another  part  of  the  country  as  no  local  source  of  infection  could 
be  detected.  On  the  credit  side  was  the  lowest  recorded  number 
of  notifications  of  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  for  the  district  — 4 
pulmonary  cases  (3  males  and  one  female)  and  no  non-pulmonary 
cases.  These  figures  are  very  satisfactory  when  compared  with 
those  for  only  twelve  years  ago  when  there  were  45  notifications 
(including  38  pulmonary  cases  and  7 non-pulmonary  cases).  It  is 
well  to  be  able  to  report  that  there  were  also  no  deaths  assigned 
to  any  form  of  tuberculosis  during  the  year,  which  is  only"  the 
second  time  on  record  that  this  satisfactory  state  has  been  attained. 
Twelve  years  ago  the  deaths  assigned  to  tuberculosis  numbered  13. 


Slum  Cleraranee 

This  district  must  still  regard  slum  clearance  as  one  of  its 
most  pressing  problems  despite  what  has  already  been  achieved 
in  the  past.  This  urgency  continues  to  be  recognised  in  the  public 
health  department  and  1963  saw  a further  120  unfit  properties 
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represented  to  the  Council.  These  representations  comprised  76 
individual  unfit  properties  and  7 clearance  areas  involving  44  pro- 
perties. The  average  yearly  number  of  properties  represented  over 
the  last  five  years  amounted  to  149  and  over  the  last  eight  years 
to  108.  The  total  number  of  unfit  properties  actually  condemned 
over  the  last  eight  years  amounted  to  828.  Over  the  last  eight  years 
the  total  of  council  houses  built  numbered  829  for  all  purposes. 
The  number  of  rehousings  by  the  Council  from  condemned  pro- 
perties over  the  last  eight  years  totalled  443.  Allowing  for  some 
seventy  properties  which  were  vacant  when  represented  the  back- 
log of  condemned  properties  in  the  district  still  occupied  at  the 
end  of  the  year  approached  350.  It  is  this  state  of  affairs  which 
represents  a problem  requiring  urgent  solution  by  a much  more 
vigorous  building  programme. 

Fluoridation  of  Water  Supplies 

Mention  was  made  in  my  last  report  that  Circular  28/62 
(Wales)  in  connection  with  the  fluoridation  of  water  supplies  had 
been  presented  to  my  Council  for  consideration.  Since  then  the 
principle  of  fluoridation  of  drinking  water  supplies  in  the  district 
to  the  prescribed  level  has  been  given  unanimous  approval.  The 
implementation  of  fluoridation  will  present  many  practical  diffi- 
culties in  view  of  the  multiplicity  of  sources  in  the  district’s  water 
supply  and  also  on  account  of  impending  reorganisation  of  water 
undertakers  in  the  county. 
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Physical  Features 


The  Pontypool  Urban  District  is  situated  on  the  eastern  out- 
crop of  the  South  Wales  Coalfield  and  occupies  an  area  of  15,907 
acres.  The  mining  areas  in  the  District  are  in  general  away  from 
the  centres  of  population. 

The  altitude  varies  from  1,789  feet  above  sea  level  at  Mynydd 
Varteg  Fawr  in  the  Abersychan  Parish  to  178.7  feet  above  sea 
level  at  the  Sor,  Cwmbwrrwch,  in  the  Panteg  Parish.  The  altitude 
at  the  Town  Hall  is  431  feet  above  sea  level.  The  populated  portion 
of  the  Urban  District  is  mainly  contained  in  a narrow  valley. 

General  Statistics  and  Social  Conditions 


Census  population  1921 — 44,831 

Census  population  1931—43,910  (22,723  males  and  21,187  females) 
Census  population  1951—42,703  (21,242  males  and  21,461  females) 
Census  population  1961—39,930  (19,827  males  and  20,103  females) 
Estimated  population  Mid- 1963  = 39,280 

The  early  estimates  of  the  district’s  population  by  the  Registrar 
General  has  shown  a steady  downward  trend  over  the  vears. 

1950  — 42,850 

1951  — 42,460 

1952  — 42,420 

1953  — 42,320 

1954  — 42,030 

1955  — 41,660 

1956  — 41,280 

1957  — 40,610 

1958  — 40,290 

1959  — 40,020 

1960  — 39,720 

1961  — 39,710 

1962  — 39,750 

1963  — 39,280 


These  estimates  show  a drop  of 
3,570  in  population  since  1950. 


<heL^ 

making  manufacture  of  ^0"  yarn  and  the 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 

BIRTHS 


TABLE  I Showing  the  yearly  number  of  live  births,  estimated 
mid-year  population  and  birth  rate  per  1,000 
population  for  this  district  since  1956. 


YEAR 

1963 

1962 

1961 

1960 

1959 

1958 

1957 

1956 

Number  of 
live  births 

675 

632 

649 

587 

569 

623 

593 

571 

Estimated 

mid-year 

population 

39,280 

39,750 

39,710 

39,720 

40,020 

40,290 

40,610 

41,280 

Birth  rate  per 
1,000 

population 

17-2 

15-9 

16-3 

14-8 

14-2 

15-5 

14-6 

13-8 

The  allocation  of  live  births  to  this  district  for  1963  was  675 
(330  males  and  345  females),  which  was  an  increase  of  43  over  the 
previous  year.  These  675  births  were  made  up  by  648  (315  males 
and  333  females)  legitimate  births  and  27  (15  males  and  12  females) 
illegitimate  births. 

The  natural  increase  (excess  of  births  over  deaths)  for  1963 
was  163  as  compared  with  151  for  1962. 

The  stillbirths  allocated  for  the  year  totalled  13  (5  males  and 
8 females)  and  of  these  5 males  and  7 females  were  legitimate. 

The  stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths  for  the 
year  was  18.9. 

The  number  of  live  births  continued  the  upward  trend  shown 
in  recent  years  and  approached  the  700  mark. 

The  local  birth  rate  can  be  compared  with  the  national  rate 
of  18.2  per  1,000  population  if  the  local  rate  of  17.2  is  multipied 
by  a comparability  factor  of  1.11  which  gives  the  adjusted  local 
rate  of  19.1  per  1,000  population. 
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TABLE  II  Showing  the  births  registered  in  and  allocated  to 
this  district  for  1963  according  to  sex,  month  and 
quarter  of  occurrence,  together  with  the  inward 
transferable  births. 


Month 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Quarterly 

Births 

January 

33 

29 

62 

February  . . 

17 

15 

32 

r 139 

March 

22 

23 

45 

April 

21 

16 

37 

May 

14 

14 

28 

- 90 

J une 

11 

14 

25 

, 

July 

7 

21 

28 

> 

August 

21 

15 

36 

- 99 

September  . . 

15 

20 

35 

j 

October 

18 

17 

35 

1 

November  . . 

22 

21 

43 

- 99 

December  . . 

10 

11 

21 

j 

Totals 

21 1 

216 

427 

427 

Inward  transferable 
births 

119 

129 

2 

48 

Grand  Totals 
for  the  year 

330 

345 

675 

Comparative  Birth  Rates  — 1963 


Pontypool  Urban  District 19- 1 (Adjusted) 

Monmouthshire  Administrative  County  ..  19-3  (Adjusted) 

England  and  Wales 18-2  ‘ 
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TABLE  III  Showing  the  yearly  number  of  deaths,  estimated 
mid-year  population,  and  the  death  rate  per  1,000 
population  for  this  district  since  1956. 


YEAR 

1963 

1962 

1961 

1960 

1959 

1958 

1957 

1956 

Number  of 
deaths 

512 

481 

517 

498 

471 

461 

475 

543 

Estimated 

mid-year 

population 

39,280 

39,750 

39,710 

39,720 

40,020 

40,290 

40,610 

41,280 

Death-rate 

per  1,000 
population 

13-0 

12-1 

13.0 

12-5 

11-8 

11-4 

11-7 

13-2 

There  were  512  deaths  (298  males  and  214  females)  assigned 
to  this  area  for  1963,  which  is  an  increase  of  31  over  the  previous 
year.  The  crude  death  rate  for  the  district  was  13.0  per  1,000 
population. 

Table  V shows  how  these  deaths  have  been  assigned  to  the 
various  causes  in  sex  groups. 

The  cancers  of  various  sites  caused  98  deaths  (59  males  and 
39  females)  or  19.1%  of  the  total  deaths  for  the  year.  Cancer  of 
the  lung  and  bronchus  accounted  for  23  deaths  (20  males  and  3 
females)  as  against  12  male  deaths  last  year.  This  figure  represents 
23.5%  of  the  total  cancer  deaths  for  the  year. 

Diseases  of  the  heart  and  blood  vessels  caused  257  deaths  (143 
males  and  114  females),  or  50.2%  of  the  total  deaths  for  the  year. 

There  was  no  death  assigned  to  maternal  causes. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  caused  two  deaths  (a  male  aged  72 
years  and  a girl  aged  16  years),  while  all  other  accidents  caused 
10  deaths  (5  males  and  5 females). 

There  were  8 suicides  during  the  year  (5  males  and  3 females). 

The  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system  (excluding  tuberculosis 
and  cancer  of  the  lungs)  caused  69  deaths  (47  males  and  22  females) 
or  13.5%  of  the  total  deaths. 

The  local  crude  death  rate  of  13.0  per  1,000  population  can 
be  compared  with  the  national  rate  of  12.2  if  the  local  rate  is 
multiplied  by  the  appropriate  comparability  factor  given  under 

Table  V. 
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TABLE  IV  Showing  the  deaths  registered  in  and  allocated  to 
this  district  for  1963  according  to  sex,  month  and 
quarter  of  occurrence  together  with  inward  trans- 


ferab 

e deaths. 

Month 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Quarterly 

deaths 

January 

43 

28 

71 

February  . . 

21 

17 

38 

- 141 

March 

19 

13 

32 

April 

19 

21 

40 

) 

May 

14 

15 

29 

94 

June 

17 

8 

25 

t 

July 

17 

10 

27 

August 

14 

9 

23 

73 

1 

September 

13 

10 

23 

I 

October 

18 

17 

35 

November  . . 

14 

11 

25 

87 

December  . . 

19 

8 

27 

i 

Totals 

228 

167 

395 

395 

Inward  transferable 

deaths  . . 

70 

47 

IT  7 

Grand  Total 

for  the  year 

298 

214 

512 

Pontypool  Urban  District 
Monmouthshire  Administrative  County 
England  and  Wales 
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13.8  (Adjusted) 
13.7  (Adjusted) 
12.2 


TABLE  V Showing  the  deaths  from  all  causes,  infant  deaths, 
births  and  stillbirths  allocated  to  this  district  for 
1963. 


Causes  of  death 

Male 

Female 

1 . Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

— 



2.  Tuberculosis,  other. . 

— 

— 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  . . 

1 

1 

4.  Diphtheria 

— 

— 

5.  Whooping  cough  . . 

— 

— 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

8.  Measles 

— 

— 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  . . 

— 

1 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

10 

1 1 . Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  . . 

20 

3 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

8 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  .. 

— 

2 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

25 

17 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukemia 

4 

1 

16.  Diabetes  .. 

1 

3 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

32 

44 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

70 

22 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

4 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

32 

31 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

7 

13 

22.  Influenza  . . 

— 

1 

23.  Pneumonia 

12 

9 

24.  Bronchitis 

30 

8 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  . . 

5 

4 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

— 

2 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

1 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

1 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

5 

— 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

2 

3 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

28 

18 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

1 

34  Ail  other  accidents  . . 

5 

5 

35.  Suicide 

5 

3 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

Total  All  Causes 

298 

214 

Deaths  in  infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 

Legitimate 

1 1 

7 

Illegitimate 

— 

2 

Total 

1 1 

9 

Total  births 

330 

345 

Legitimate 

315 

333 

Illegitimate 

15 

12 

Still  births — Total 

5 

8 

Legitimate 

5 

7 

Illegitimate 

1 

Esdmated  population  - mid  1963  = 39,280 
(for  calculation  of  birth  and  death  rates). 
Comparability  factors  : Births  Deaths 


Ml 
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TABLE  VI  Showing  the  deaths  registered  in  and  allocated  to 
this  district  for  1963  in  quinquennial  age  groups 
and  by  sex. 


Age  last  birthday 

Males 

Females 

Total 

0-4 

14 

8 

22 

5-9 

1 

1 

2 

10-14 

1 

1 

2 

15-19 

1 

1 

2 

20-24 

— 

— 

— 

25-29 

1 

— 

1 

30-34 

1 

— 

1 

35-39 

4 

2 

6 

40-44 

6 

4 

10 

45-49 

7 

7 

14 

50-54 

16 

11 

27 

55-59 

23 

6 

29 

60-64 

49 

16 

65 

65-69 

40 

26 

66 

70-74 

39 

35 

74 

75-79 

43 

33 

76 

80-84 

34 

35 

69 

85-89 

16 

22 

38 

90-94 

2 

5 

7 

95  and  over  . . 

— 

1 

l 

All  ages 

298 

214 

512 

From  this  table  it  will  be  seen  that  331  persons  (174  males 
and  157  females)  had  reached  the  age  of  65  years  at  death,  or  65.1% 
of  the  total  deaths. 

The  age  of  75  years  at  death  was  reached  by  192  persons  (96 
males  and  96  females),  or  37.5%  of  the  total  deaths. 

The  age  of  80  years  at  death  was  reached  by  115  persons  (52 
males  and  63  females),  or  22.7%  of  the  total  deaths. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY 


TABLE  VII  Showing  the  yearly  number  of  infant  deaths,  live 
births,  etc.,  for  this  district  since  1956. 


Year 

1963 

1962 

1961 

1960 

1959 

1958 

1957 

1956 

Number  of  deaths 
in  infants  under 
1 year 

20 

20 

15 

15 

19 

16 

21 

15 

Number  of  live 
births 

675 

632 

649 

587 

569 

623 

593 

571 

Infant  mortality 
rate 

29-6 

31-7 

23-1 

25-6 

33-4 

25-7 

35-4 

263 

The  number  of  infant  deaths  for  the  year  as  shown  on  the 
local  registrar’s  returns  coupled  with  the  inward  transfer  slips 
totalled  19(11  males  and  8 females),  while  the  Registrar  General’s 
returns  show  20  deaths  (It  males  and  9 females).  This  difference 
cannot  be  accounted  for  locally. 

Of  these  19  deaths  18  (10  males  and  8 females)  occurred 
in  hospitals  and  1 (female)  at  home. 

There  were  12  deaths  in  the  first  week  of  life  and  14  died 
under  one  month  of  age.  Prematurity  was  the  greatest  single  cause 
and  accounted  for  5 deaths. 

The  figure  for  the  year  for  infant  deaths  does  not  vary  from 
the  previous  year  when  there  were  also  20  deaths  recorded. 

Table  VIII  shows  the  infant  deaths  by  the  various  causes  and 
in  the  various  age  groups. 

The  local  infant  mortality  rate  was  29.6  per  1,000  live  births 
for  the  year  as  against  a rate  of  25.6  for  the  County  of  Monmouth- 
shire. 
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TABLE  VIII  Showing  the  infant  deaths  (i.e.  deaths  in  infants 
under  one  year  of  age)  assigned  to  this  district  for 
1963  by  cause  and  in  age  groups. 


Cause  of  Death 

Under 
1 week 

1—2 

weeks 

2—3 

weeks 

3-4 

weeks 

Total  under 
1 month 

1—3 

months 

3—6 

months 

6—9 

months 

9—12 

months 

Total  deaths 
under 
1 year 

Prematurity 

4 

1 

_ 



5 





— 

— 

5 

1 

Atelectasis  . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Broncho-pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

3 

Hyaline  membrane  disease 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

Congenital  heart  disease  . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  defects 
of  heart  and  lungs 

1 

_ 





1 



— 

— 

— 

1 

Congenital  defect  of  heart 
and  pyloric  stenosis 

_ 









1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Kern  icterus. . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Asphyxia  neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Asphyxia  (inhalation 
of  feed)  . . 



- 







— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Coliform  meningitis 

1 

1 

1 

All  Causes  . . 

12 

2 

— 

— 

14 

2 

3 

— 

— 

19 

TABLE  IX  Showing  the  infant  mortality  rates  for  England  and 
Wales,  the  County  of  Monmouthshire  and  Ponty- 
pool  Urban  District  since  1951. 


Year 

England 
and  Wales 

Monmouth- 

shire 

Pontypool 

U.D. 

1951 

29.7 

43.1 

43.0 

1952 

27.6 

33.9 

27.2 

1953 

26.8 

32.6 

33.7 

1954 

25.4 

39.7 

49.3 

1955 

24.9 

33.9 

35.5 

1956 

23.7 

29.0 

26.3 

1957 

23.1 

31.0 

34.4 

1958 

22.6 

25.8 

25.7 

1959 

22.2 

27.2 

33.4 

1960 

21.9 

25.5 

25.6 

1961 

21.6 

28.0 

23.1 

1962 

21.6 

25.0 

31.7 

1963 

20.9 

25.6 

29.6 
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TABLE  X Showing  the  number  of  inquests  during  1963  on 
persons  belonging  to  this  district  and  the  cause  of 
death. 


Cause  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Suicide  (Coal  Gas) 

2 

3 

5 

Suicide  (Barbiturates)  . . 

3 

— 

3 

Coronary  thrombosis  . . 

1 

— 

1 

Burns  sustained  in  the  home 
Broncho-pneumonia  and 

— 

2 

2 

pneumoconiosis 

2 

— 

2 

Asphyxia  due  to  inhalation  of  feed  . . 

l 

— 

1 

Fall  in  the  home 

— 

2 

2 

Road  accident  (Pedestrian) 

1 

— 

1 

Road  accident  (Passenger) 

— 

1 

1 

Accidental  fall  . . 

1 

— 

1 

Colliery  accident 

1 

— 

1 

Pneumoconiosis.. 

1 

— 

1 

Found  drowned. . 

1 

— 

1 

Intestinal  obstruction  . . 

— 

1 

1 

Railway  accident  (Employee)  . . 

1 

— 

1 

All  Causes 

15 

9 

24 

Suicidal  deaths  claimed  8 persons  (5  males  and  3 females 
ranging  in  age  from  36  years  to  85  years.  The  inhalation  of 
domestic  coal  gas  accounted  for  5 persons  and  barbiturate  poison- 
ing 3 persons. 

Accidental  burns  sustained  in  the  home  accounted  for  2 female 
deaths,  one  aged  79  years  and  the  second  a child  aged  16  months. 

Falls  in  the  home  led  to  the  death  of  two  elderly  females  aged 
70  and  78  years. 

Road  accident  deaths  were  much  lower  than  last  year  when 
there  were  8 deaths.  The  two  road  accident  deaths  this  year  in- 
volved a pedestrian  male  aged  72  years  and  a girl  passenger  aged 
16  years. 

Colliery  accident  deaths  were  down  on  last  year  when  the 
number  was  5.  The  one  colliery  accident  death  this  year  involved 
a man  aged  56  years. 

There  was  one  railway  employee  accidently  killed  at  work 
on  the  line. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 

The  notifications  of  notifiable  diseases  received  from  general 
practitioners,  hospital  medical  officers  and  chest  physicians  dui  ing 
the  year  are  shown  in  age  and  sex  groups  in  tables  XII  and  XVI. 

Diphtheria 

For  the  eleventh  consecutive  year  there  has  been  no  notifica- 
tion of  diphtheria  in  the  district.  The  need  for  the  maintenance  of 
a high  level  of  immunisation  in  children  remains  an  absolute 
necessity  as  small  outbreaks  of  this  disease  do  occur  in  parts  of 
the  country  from  time  to  time. 


TABLE  XI  Showing  the  number  of  immunisations  against 
diphtheria  carried  out  in  the  Council’s  district 
during  1963. 


Children 
born 
in  years 

No.  of  children 
who  completed  a 
full  course  of 
primary  immunis- 
ation in  the 
Authority’s  area 
during  the  year 
ended  31.12.’63 

No.  of  children 
who  received  a 
secondary  (rein- 
forcing) injection 
during  the  year 
ended  3 1.12. ’63 

Total 

1963 

137 

— 

137 

1962 

222 

16 

238 

1961 

28 

201 

229 

1960 

12 

59 

71 

1959 

10 

33 

43 

1954—1958 

15 

118 

133 

1949—1953 

4 

4 

8 

Total 

428 

431 

859 

There  was  an  improvement  in  the  number  of  acceptances 
during  1963  as  compared  with  the  previous  year  when  numbers 
were  lowered  due  to  the  smallpox  outbreak  in  South  Wales  and 
also  the  high  poliomyelitis  incidence  in  the  County  during  the 
summer  months. 
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TABLE  XII  Showing  the  notifiable  diseases  notified  in  this  district  during  1963,  analysed  in  age  and  sex  groups 
and  giving  the  admissions  to  hospital.  (Corrected  for  diagnosis).  (Tuberculosis  excluded). 
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Disease 

Diphtheria 
Measles 
Scarlet  fever 
Whooping  cough 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
h-  Ac.  primary  and 
00  influenzal  pneumonia 

Erysipelas 
Food  Poisoning 
Meningococcal  Infection 
Typhoid 
Paratyphoid 
Dysentery 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Acute  Encephalitis 
Poliomyelitis  : 

Paralytic 

Non-paralytic 

Smallpox 

Anthrax 

Totals 

Measles 


This  has  been  an  epidemic  year  for  measles  in  this  district 
in  common  with  the  whole  country.  Notifications  came  in  licit 
throughout  the  year  with  the  heaviest  incidence  during  the  last 
quarter  No  death  was  assigned  to  measles.  The  total  number 
involved  was  684  (364  males  and  320  females)  and  there  appeared 
to  be  no  undue  incidence  of  complications. 

Scarlet  Fever 

There  were  7 notifications  (4  males  and  3 females)  of  scailet 
fever  during  the  year  and  this  condition  continues  to  be  mild  in 
form.  No  death  was  assigned  to  scarlet  fever. 

Whooping  Cough 

There  were  8 notifications  (4  males  and  4 females)  of  whoop- 
ing cough  during  the  year  as  against  17  in  the  previous  year.  This 
condition  has  been  very  much  modified  and  controlled  by  immunisa- 
tion in  recent  years,  which  should  lead  to  the  elimination  of  many 
cases  of  chronic  chest  disease  in  the  future. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

There  were  9 notifications  received  from  a local  hospital 
maternity  unit. 


Paratyphoid 

One  notification  was  received  in  respect  of  a case  of  para- 
typhoid B.  occurring  in  a male  aged  62  years.  This  man  was  a long- 
distance bus  driver  and  the  source  of  his  infection  was  not 
discovered.  His  wife,  who  was  nursing  him  at  home  for  some  weeks 
before  his  illness  was  diagnosed,  also  became  infected  and  pre- 
sented as  a symptomless  excretor  who  quickly  cleared  up  with 
treatment.  The  infecting  agent  in  both  cases  was  phage  type 
‘Battersea’. 


Other  notifiable  diseases 

No  notifications  were  received  for  diphtheria,  acute  and 
influenzal  pneumonia,  meningococcal  infection,  typhoid,  acute 
encephalitis,  anthrax,  erysipelas,  dysentery,  food  poisoning,  oph- 
thalmia neonatorum  or  smallpox. 
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TABLE  XIII  Showing  the  number  of  vaccinations  against  small- 
pox carried  out  in  the  district  during  the  year  1963. 


Age 

at  date  of 
vaccination 

I Number  of  persons 
vaccinated 
(or  re-vaccinated) 
during  period 

11  Number  of  cases  specially  reported 
during  period 

Number 
vaccinate  ' 

Number 

re- 

vaccinated 

(a) 

Generalised 

vaccinia 

(b) 

Post- 

vaccinal 

encephalo- 

myelitis 

(c) 

Death  from 
complica- 
tions of 
vaccination 
other  than 
(a)  & (b) 

0-3  months 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3-6  months 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6-9  months 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9-12  months 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 year 

15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2-4  years 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

5-14  years 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 5 or  over 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

40 

2 

— 

— 

— 

These  figures  show  a very  appreciable  drop  over  previous 
years  even  if  the  very  inflated  figures  for  1962  (due  to  the  smallpox 
outbreak  in  South  Wales)  are  ignored.  This  may  be  due  to  the 
recent  recommendation  that  the  second  year  of  life  is  the  optimum 
one  for  infant  vaccination  or  the  publicity  given  to  the  idea  that 
infant  vaccination  does  not  necessarily  protect  a community  against 
the  importation  of  smallpox  infection. 
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TABLE  XIV  Showing  the  number  who  have  completed  a primary 
course  (normally  3 injections)  of  pertussis  vaccine 
(singly  or  in  combination)  in  the  Authority’s  area 
during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1963. 


Year  of  birth 

No.  of  children 

1963 

133 

1962 

211 

1961 

24 

1960 

8 

1959 

6 

1954—1958 

4 

1949—1953 

1 

Total 

387 

21 


TABLE  XV  Showing  the  number  of  cases  of  notifiable  diseases 
notified  yearly  since  1949  (corrected  for  diagnosis).  Tuberculosis  excluded. 
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Tuberculosis 


The  Chest  Clinic  facilities  for  the  district  continue  to  be  pro- 
vided at  the  convenient  centre  located  in  the  Park  Buildings, 
Pontypool. 

The  clinic  is  open  on  two  whole  days  weekly  on  Tuesday  and 
Thursday. 

The  tuberculosis  notifications  for  the  year  totalled  4 (3  males 
and  one  female)  pulmonary  cases  and  no  cases  of  non-pulmonary 
disease.  This  is  a new  low  record  of  notifications  for  the  district, 
while  it  is  also  only  the  second  time  on  record  when  no  deaths 
have  been  assigned  to  any  form  of  tuberculosis.  It  is  interesting 
to  note  from  table  XVIII  that  only  15  years  ago  there  were  some 
38  notifications  including  31  pulmonary  cases  (14  males  and  17 
females)  and  7 non-pulmonary  cases  (4  males  and  3 females), 
while  there  were  24  deaths  including  22  due  to  pulmonary  disease 
(16  males  and  6 females)  and  2 due  to  non-pulmonary  disease  (1 
male  and  1 female). 

The  Mass  Radiography  Service  carried  out  factory  surveys 
during  the  year  at: — 

(1)  Messrs.  Pilkington  Bros.  (South  Wales) — Glass  Manufacturers. 


Males  Females  Total 

Total  number  examined  353  47  400 

Total  found  to  be  abnormal  cases  ...  4 — 4 

(a)  Referred  to  Chest  Physician  as 
cases  requiring  further  investigation  — 

(b)  Other  abnormalities  of  the  Chest  4 — 4 

(2)  Messrs.  H.  G.  Stone  & Co.  Ltd.  — Soft  Toy  Manufacturers. 

Males  Females  Total 

Total  number  examined  41  260  301 

Total  found  to  be  abnormal  cases  ...  1 1 2 

(a)  Referred  to  Chest  Physician  as 

cases  requiring  further  investigation  — — — 

(b)  Other  abnormalities  of  the  Chest  — 1 1 


A static  Mass  Radiography  unit  operates  at  the  Chest  Clinic 
buildings,  129,  Stow  Hill,  Newport,  from  Monday  to  Friday  (9 
a.ni.  to  1 p.m.  and  2 p.m.  to  5 p.m.),  with  an  evening  session  on 
Thursdays  from  5.30  p.m.  to  7 p.m. 
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TABLE  XVI  Showing  the  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  and 
the  deaths  due  to  tuberculosis  during  1963  in  age 
and  sex  groups  and  by  type  of  disease.  (Corrected 
for  diagnosis). 


Age 
groups 
in  yrs. 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

0—  1 

1—  4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5—14 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15—24 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25—34 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35—44 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45—54 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55—64 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  + 

1 

— 

Totals  . . 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

It  is  noted  that  two  of  the  above  notified  cases  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  (a  male  aged  71  years  and  a female  aged  17  years) 
were  found  to  be  sputum  positive  at  the  time  of  notification.  One 
case  (a  male  aged  20  years)  was  living  outside  the  country  when 
his  condition  was  diagnosed. 

There  was  no  notification  received  of  any  inward  transfers 
during  the  year.  There  was  no  death  assigned  to  any  form  of 
tuberculosis  during  the  year.  It  would  be  unwise  to  consider  tuber- 
culosis as  of  no  further  importance  as  an  infectious  disease,  and 
a warning  note  is  sounded  in  the  fact  that  infective,  sputum- 
positive cases  are  still  occurring  in  the  community. 


TABLE  XVII  Showing  the  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  re- 
maining on  the  register  at  31/12/1963. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

154 

18 

94 

15 

281 

24 


TABLE  XVIII  Showing  the  yearly  notifications  of  tuberculosis  (all  forms)  for  males  and  females,  and  the 
yearly  deaths  from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  since  1944.  (Corrected  for  diagnosis) 
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TABLE  XIX  Showing  the  notification  rates  and  death  rates  for 


tuberculosis  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  mid-year 
population  for  this  district  since  1938. 


Year 

Notification  rates  per 
1,000  population 

Death  rates  per 
1 ,000  population 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

1938 

109 

•42 

•52 

■07 

1939 

115 

•49 

•42 

•07 

1940 

•84 

•48 

•58 

•12 

1941 

113 

•41 

•74 

•05 

1942 

•67 

•36 

■41 

•19 

1943 

•99 

•22 

•49 

TO 

1944 

1-34 

•26 

•55 

•07 

1945 

1-88 

•19 

•67 

•12 

1946 

•76 

•33 

•48 

•10 

1947 

•93 

•33 

•45 

•05 

1948 

101 

•33 

•50 

•09 

1949 

•73 

•16 

•56 

■05 

1950 

•84 

•12 

■19 

•04 

1951 

•92 

.18 

.26 

.02 

1952 

.90 

.17 

.21 

.09 

1953 

•42 

•12 

•12 

•02 

1954 

•55 

•07 

•12 

NIL 

1955 

•38 

•07 

06 

NIL 

1956 

•36 

•02 

■12 

•04 

1957 

•32 

•03 

.05 

NIL 

1958 

•45 

TO 

NIL 

NIL 

1959 

•47 

•05 

.05 

NIL 

1960 

•26 

•05 

■08 

.03 

1961 

•43 

•05 

•05 

•03 

1962 

.28 

.05 

TO 

•03 

1963 

TO 

NIL 

NIL 

NIL 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  and  Lung  Cancer  deaths 
for  England  and  Wales  — 1963 

The  provisional  death  rate  per  million  population  for  England 
and  Wales  for  1963,  for  respiratory  tuberculosis  was  56,  being  a 
further  decrease  in  mortality  for  this  disease  over  the  previous 
year  (59  in  1962). 

Durin"  1963  the  death  rate  per  million  population  for  cancer 
of  the  lung  and  bronchus  was  519  (510  in  1962),  which  shows  a 
further  increase  in  deaths  from  this  condition. 


In  actual  figures  this  means  24,422  deaths  from  cancer  of  lung 
and  bronchus  and  2,613  deaths  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  (the 
respective  figures  for  1962  were  23,779  and  2,776  deaths). 
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HOUSING 

Return  for  year  ending  31/12/63 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  (in  clearance 

areas)  ^6 

(b)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  (not  in  clear- 

ance areas)  as  a result  of  formal  or  informal  procedure 
under  Section  16  or  Section  17  (1)  of  the  Housing  Act  6 

(c)  Unfit  houses  closed  under  Sections  16  (4)  and  35  (1) 

of  the  Housing  Act,  1957,  and  Section  26  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1961  16 

(d)  Housing  repairs: — 

(i)  Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  by  the 

owner  after  informal  notice  ...  ...  ...  50 

(ii)  Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  by  the 
owner  after  formal  notice  under  the  Public  Health 

Acts  40 

(iii)  Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after  formal 

notice  under  the  Housing  Act,  1957  ...  ...  Nil 

GENERAL  HOUSING  INFORMATION 

1.  Number  of  post-war  council  houses  completed  by 

31.12.63  2,597 

2.  Number  of  council  houses  completed  during  1963  ...  64 

3.  Number  of  council  houses  under  construction  at  3 1 . 1 2.63  74 

4.  Number  of  houses  completed  by  private  enterprise 

during  1963.  (31  houses  and  12  bungalows)  ...  ...  43 

5.  Number  of  houses  under  construction  by  private  enter- 

prise at  31.12.63.  (34  houses  and  17  bungalows)  ...  51 

6.  Number  of  individual  unfit  houses  represented  to  the 

Council  during  1963  ...  76 

7.  Number  of  Closing  or  Demolition  Orders  (as  appro- 

priate) made  during  1963  81 

8.  Number  of  Clearance  Areas  represented  to  the  Council 

during  1963  ...  7 

9.  Number  of  houses  included  in  these  7 Clearance  Areas  44 

10.  Number  of  Clearance  Orders  and  Compulsory  Purchase 

Orders  confirmed  during  1963  ...  6 

11.  Number  of  houses  included  in  these  6 areas  ...  ...  62 

12.  Number  of  condemned  houses  still  occupied  at  31.12.63  325 

13.  Number  of  applications  received  for  Certificates  of  Dis- 

repair under  the  Rent  Act,  1957,  during  1963  ...  Nil 

14.  Number  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued  during  1963  Nil 
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IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS  MADE  DURING  1 963 


(a)  Number  of  grants  made  during  1963  ...  ...  106 

(b)  Amount  of  improvement  grants  for  1963  £21,921 

(c)  Number  of  grants  made  1949 — 1963  inclusive  ...  601 

(d)  Amount  of  improvement  grants  for  1949 — -1963 

inclusive  (approx.)  £105,861 

Tabulation  showing  slum  clearance  progress,  rehousing  from  unlit 

houses,  etc.,  since  1956 


Year 

(1) 

No.  of  unfit 
houses 
represented 
yearly 

(2) 

No.  of  unfit 
houses  in 
Col.  (2) 
which  were 
vacant  when 
represented 
(3) 

No.  of  unfit 
houses 
condemned 
yearly 

(4) 

No.  of 
rehousings 
from 

condemned 

houses 

yearly 

(5) 

No.  of 
Council 
houses 
built 

each  year 
(6) 

1956 

28 

3 

33 

38 

186 

1957 

39 

4 

29 

21 

95 

1958 

51 

6 

35 

42 

64 

1959 

182 

11 

85 

62 

82 

1960 

201 

23 

245 

64 

73 

1961 

109 

5 

73 

65 

87 

1962 

132 

7 

185 

105 

178 

1963 

120 

13 

143 

46 

64 

1956 

to 

862 

72 

828 

443 

829 

1963 

It  is  noted  that  only  64  council  houses  were  completed  during 
the  year,  which  is  the  lowest  since  1958,  when  a like  number  of 
houses  was  completed.  Only  46  of  the  64  houses  went  to  relieve 
those  living  in  the  many  condemned  slum  properties. 

It  is  also  noted  that  private  building  completed  43  dwellings 
(31  houses  and  12  bungalows)  during  the  year,  which  compares 
very  favourably  with  the  64  local  authority  dwellings.  Private 
building  also  had  41  dwellings  (24  houses  and  17  bungalows)  in 
the  course  of  construction  at  the  close  of  the  year. 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  to  1961 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  and  type  of  factories 
in  the  district  and  the  inspections  carried  out  during  1963  in  con- 
nection with  the  above  Acts. 

TABLE  XX  Showing  the  number  of  factories  and  the  inspections 
thereof  for  1963. 


No.  on 
Register 

Number  of 

Occu- 

piers 

prose- 

cuted 

Premises 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

notices 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 
are  enforced  by  Local 
Authority  . . 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

105 

13 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers’ 
premises) 

5 

5 

Total 

110 

18 

— 

— 
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TABLE  XXI  Showing  the  defects  found  in  factories  and  the 
action  taken  to  remedy  them  during  the  year. 


Particulars 

Number  of  defects 

Number 

^ound 

Remedied 

Referred  to 
H.M.  lnsp. 

deferred  by 
-l.M.  Insp. 

of 

Prosecutions 

Want  of  cleanliness 
(S.l.) 





— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2.)  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 
temperature  (S.3.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate 

ventilation  (S.4.)  .. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary 

Conveniences  (S.7.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
out- work). 



Total 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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TABLE  XXII  Showing  details  of  out-workers  for  1963  (Sections 
133  and  134). 


S 

ECTION  1 

33 

S 

ECTION  134 

Nature 

of 

Work 

(1) 

No.  of 
out- 
workers 
in 

August 

list 

required 
by  Sect. 
110(1)  (c) 
(2) 

No.  of 
Cases 
of 

default 

in 

sending 
lists 
to  the 
Council 
(3) 

No.  of 
Prose- 
cutions 
for 

failure 

to 

supply 

lists 

(4) 

No.  of 
in- 
stances 
of  work 
in  un- 
whole- 
some 
premises 
(5) 

Notices 

Served 

(6) 

Prose- 

cutions 

(7) 

Wearing  Apparel 
Making  etc.  Clean- 
ing and  washing  . . 

Household  linen 
Lace,  lace  curtains 
and  nets 

Curtains  and  furniture 
hangings 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Furniture  and 
upholstery  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Electro-plate . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

File  making  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Brass  and  brass 
articles 

— 





____ 

_ 

Fur  pulling  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Iron  and  Steel 
cables  and  chains  . . 

— 







Iron  and  Steel 
anchors  and  grapnels 

— 





_ 

Cart  Gear 

— 

— 

— 

— 





Locks,  latches  and 
keys  . . 

— 



. 

_ 

Umbrellas,  etc. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

___ 

Artificial  flowers 

— 

— 

— 

— 



_ 

Nets  other  than  wire 
nets  . . 

— 



___ 

Tents  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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TABLE  XXII  Showing  details  of  out-workers  for  1963  (Sections 
133  and  134),  continued. 


Nature  of  Work 
(1) 

Section  133 

Section  134 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

Tents 

Sacks 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Racquet  & tennis  balls 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Paper  Bags 

The  making  of  boxes  or 
other  receptacles  or 
parts  thereof  made 
wholly  or  partially 

of  paper 

— 

— 

— 

' 

Brush  making  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pea  picking 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Feather  sorting 
Carding,  etc.,  of 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

buttons,  etc. . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Stuffed  toys 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Basket  making 
Chocolates  and 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sweetmeats 
Cosaques,  Christmas 

— 

■ 

stockings,  etc. 

— 

— 

Textile  weaving 

— 

— 

— 

7 

— 

— 

Lampshades 

Total 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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MISCELLANEOUS 


National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

Action  under  section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948, 
was  not  considered  necessary  for  the  compulsory  removal  of  any 
person  in  need  of  care  and  attention  during  the  year,  and  invariably 
patient  persuasion  in  the  case  of  unco-operative  persons  in  this 
category  has  avoided  compulsion. 

Superannuation  Act,  1937  — 1953 

During  the  year  49  medical  examinations  were  carried  out  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  Council  employees  in  connection 
with  the  above  Act.  One  medical  examination  was  carried  out  in 
the  home  of  an  employee  in  connection  with  a “ break-down  ” 
pension  and  the  necessary  certificate  issued.  There  were  2 medical 
examinations  carried  out  on  County  Council  employees  during 
the  year  on  behalf  of  the  Monmouthshire  County  Council. 

Staff  and  Accommodation 

The  Authority’s  Public  Health  Department  continued  to  be 
located  over  the  Public  Library  in  the  town  centre,  but  a move  to 
the  former  police  station  is  likely  to  take  place. 

Inspector  Wilkins  resigned  in  August  and  no  applications 
for  the  vacancy  were  received  by  the  close  of  the  year  despite  two 
advertisements  in  the  appropriate  journals.  It  is  considered  unlikely 
that  the  remuneration  offered  will  attract  candidates  in  these  days 
of  shortage  of  public  health  inspectors  generally  and  also  having 
regard  to  the  salaries  offered  by  other  authorities. 

The  shortage  of  one  district  inspector  is  now  being  felt  in  the 
department  and  is  being  reflected  in  our  inability  to  follow  up  com- 
plaints, especially  as  regards  housing  repairs,  which  is  so  essential 
for  general  efficiency  and  giving  a good  service  to  the  public.  It  is 
likely  that  very  soon  our  programme  of  slum  clearance  will  also 
be  badly  hindered  by  the  staff  deficiency. 

The  Meat  Inspection  Regulations,  1963,  require  that  one 
district  inspector  spends  some  21  hours  in  overtime  weekly  on 
meat  inspection  in  the  private  slaughterhouse  in  the  district,  which 
adds  to  our  staffing  difficulties.  A second  private  slaughterhouse 
is  about  to  be  built  in  the  district  and  it  is  anticipated  that  this 
concern  will  be  mostly  engaged  in  the  wholesale  meat  trade,  so 
that  work  there  will  be  full-time  and  will  require  the  services  of 
a full-time  meat  inspector  over  and  above  the  present  establish- 
ment of  the  public  health  department. 
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The  pupil  public  health  inspector  is  making  very  satisfactory 
progress  in  his  academic  and  practical  work,  but  it  will  be  some  two 
years  before  he  acquires  his  basic  qualification. 

I wish  to  thank  all  members  of  the  staff  for  their  good  work 
and  loyal  co-operation  during  the  year,  and  especially  J.  M. 
Williams,  Esq.,  the  Council’s  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector,  whose 
enthusiasm  and  efficiency  1 fully  appreciate. 

I am  indebted  to  Dr.  G.  V.  James, m.b.e.,  m. sc., f.r.i.c..  Public 
Analyst  to  the  Council,  for  the  following  report  on  the  work  carried 
out  by  him  on  behalf  of  this  Authority  during  the  year  1963. 


PUBLIC  ANALYSTS  REPORT 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  year 
1963,  which  is  presented  in  the  same  form  as  in  previous  years. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955: 

During  the  year  a total  of  116  samples  were  examined,  of 
which  97  were  informal  samples  and  19  were  formal  samples. 

Adulterations  and  Irregularities: 

One  formal  sample  of  ice  cream  was  deficient  in  fat  to  the 
extent  of  6%  fat,  the  vendor  being  successfully  prosecuted. 

The  adulteration  rate  is  0.87%,  which  is  considerably  lower 
than  in  the  last  three  years. 


Milk: 

One  informal  sample  was  received  following  a complaint  of 
unusual  taste.  This  could  not  be  confirmed  and  was  ascribed  to 
feeding  the  cattle  on  certain  root  crops  which  produces  unusual 
taste  or  odour  and  which  rapidly  disappears. 

Six  samples  were  taken  in  course  of  Sale  to  the  Public  and 

the  average  composition  was: — 

FAT  3.88%,  SOLIDS  NOT  FAT  8.63%,  TOTAL  SOLIDS 
12.51%. 

These  figures  are  not  quite  as  good  as  last  year  s average 
figures. 


Dairy  Products  including  Ice  Cream  and  Ice  Lollies: 

Eleven  samples  of  cream,  lard,  ice  cream  and  related  products 
were  received  and  except  for  the  sample  referred  to  above,  the 
samples  were  satisfactory. 
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Meat  and  Fish  Products  and  Pastes: 

Twenty-two  samples  of  this  class  of  product  were  received 
and  all  were  genuine. 

Wines,  Spirits  and  Beverage  Preparations: 

Twelve  samples  of  tea,  coffee  and  chicory  essence,  fruit  juice, 
spirits  and  cordials  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Cereals  and  Farinaceous  Products: 

Seven  samples  of  bread,  cake  preparations,  etc.,  have  been 
submitted  and  all  were  genuine. 

Sweets: 

Twelve  samples  of  sweets  were  examined  and  found  to  be 
fit  for  human  consumption. 

Drugs: 

Only  two  samples  were  submitted  during  the  year  and  these 
conformed  with  the  declarations  on  the  labels. 

Miscellaneous: 

Fourty-three  samples  of  unclassified  foodstuffs  including 
MARZIPAN,  MUSTARD,  JAM,  LENTILS,  FISH  DRESSING. 
APPLES,  MUSHROOMS,  were  received  and  all  conformed  with 
the  requirements  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

Water  Examination: 

Chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations  continue  to  be 
regularly  made  on  the  sources  of  water  supplied  to  the  Urban 
Distsict,  and  an  excellent  standard  of  purity  continues  to  be  main- 
tained. About  250  samples  are  examined  annually  and  are  sub- 
mitted by  both  the  Urban  District  and  the  Water  Undertaking. 

Sewage  Disposal: 

Regular  examination  of  samples  of  sewage  and  effluents  are 
made  on  samples  received  from  the  Ponthir  Treatment  Plant  of 
the  Eastern  Valley  (Mon.)  Joint  Sewerage  Board,  but  the  Plant  is 
seriously  overloaded  and  the  results  are  not  always  of  the  high 
quality  which  is  desirable. 
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Atmospheric  Pollution: 

Regular  measurements  continue  to  be  made,  the  results  being 
summarized  in  Tables  I and  11.  Domestic  pollution  in  the  atmo- 
sphere continues  and  is  without  doubt  the  worst  offender,  but 
Industry  is  not  blameless  and  probably  accounts  for  the  very  high 
figures  seen  in  the  Summer  months  at  certain  stations.  The  results 
in  this  table  should  be  read  in  conjunction  with  the  work  done 
by  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  using  the  volumetric  ap- 
paratus for  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide. 

Radioactivity: 

Regular  weekly  samples  of  air  have  been  monitored  for  radio- 
activity in  accordance  with  the  County  Monitoring  Scheme.  Results 
continue  to  be  at  a low  level  and  are  of  no  significance  from  the 
aspect  of  pollution  of  the  air  by  radioactivity. 

Bulked  samples  of  rainfall  are  examined  at  the  same  time 
and  the  results  are  again  satisfactory. 

Drinking  water  samples  are  also  monitored  and  the  results 
are  well  below  the  levels  of  radioactivity  considered  to  be  safe  by 
the  Medical  Research  Council. 

In  conclusion,  1 should  like  to  take  the  opportunity  of  thanking 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspec- 
tor and  their  Staffs  for  continued  valuable  co-operation  throughout 
the  year. 


TABLE  I 


Mgs.  Sulphur  Trioxide  collected  per  day  per  sq.  c.m. 

Coeclycanddo 

Monmouth  Pontypool  Road 
Crescent  Park  New  Inn 


January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


1.51 

0.83 

1.17 

0.76 

1.03 

1.22 

0.59 

0.62 

1.90 

0.74 

0.48 

1.05 

0.68 

0.34 

1.20 

0.38 

0.24 

0.94 

0.03 

0.29 

0.71 

0.27 

0.42 

1.57 

0.40 

0.28 

1.49 

0.32 

0.23 

1.70 

0.58 

0.42 

2.03 

0.88 

0.61 

0.84 
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TABLE  II 


Total  Insoluble  Deposit  in  tons  per  sq.  mile  per  month 


British 


Monmouth 

Crescent 

Panteg 

House 

Pontypool 

Park 

Legion  Club 
Pontnewynydd 

January 

7.85 

17.21 

* 

15.83 

February 

2.52 

8.47 

* 

6.59 

March 

5.07 

10.24 

8.57 

6.33 

April 

3.12 

3.64 

2.03 

4.37 

May 

4.40 

14.47 

7.50 

4.31 

June 

...  21.41 

10.27 

2.10 

7.92 

July 

4.73 

3.80 

7.14 

1.06 

August 

6.21 

4.50 

2.10 

1.19 

September 

6.81 

4.57 

5.44 

4.07 

October 

5.30 

7.20 

10.64 

3.91 

November 

9.40 

7.74 

4.94 

10.66 

December 

2.55 

5.54 

3.47 

3.18 

* Sample  bottle  broken  due  to  very  cold  Winter. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES  — 1963 


I am  indebted  to  H.  D.  Linton  Esq.,  a.m.inst.,  w m.,  a.m.inst. 
c.e.,  Engineer  and  Manager  to  the  Pontypool  and  District  Water 
Company,  who  are  the  Statutory  Undertakers  for  this  Urban 
Distict,  for  the  following  report  for  1963. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  Statistics  relating  to  the  Com- 
pany’s water  supply  for  1963. 

Total  quantity  of  water  distributed  during  1963  was 
1,009,000,000  gallons,  equal  to  an  average  daily  quantity  of 
2,764,000  gallons,  which  amounts  to  an  increase  of  90,000,000 
gallons  over  the  previous  years  total. 

The  rainfall  recorded  at  the  Company’s  Penyrheol  Station  was 
59.33  ins.  which  is  approximately  average.  In  fact  from  a Water- 
works point  of  view  the  year  was  dry  because  no  less  than  15"  fell 
in  the  month  of  November  and  the  remaining  months  were  com- 
paratively dry.  In  addition  the  months  of  January,  February  and 
parts  of  March  did  experience  the  worst  winter  in  living  memory 
with  consequent  heavy  consumption  of  water  owing  to  burst  mains 
and  leakages  at  a time  when  sources  themselves  were  frozen  up 
and  giving  diminished  yields.  However,  due  to  the  skill  of  the 
Company’s  personnel,  the  sources  were  kept  going  and  the  storage 
Reservoirs  were  kept  in  supply  and  no  restriction  of  water  was 
necessary.  It  must,  however,  be  said  that  there  were  a number  of 
consumers  whose  individual  supply  pipes  were  frozen.  Fortunately, 
the  Company’s  consumers  were  less  affected  by  the  frost  than  many 
consumers  in  other  parts  of  the  country  which  must  have  been  due 
to  the  diligence  of  the  Distribution  staff  and  the  very  deep  snow 
which  protected  the  ground  from  the  lowest  temperatures. 

All  the  Company’s  Filtration  and  Treatment  Stations  were 
operative  during  the  year  and  a high  quality  of  water  was  main- 
tained. The  average  chlorination  dose  was  1.0  p.p.m. 

260  bacteriological  samples  were  analysed  by  the  Public 
Analyst,  Dr.  G.  V.  James,  m.b.e.,  m.sc.,  f.r.i.c.,  and  520  bacterio- 
logical samples  and  22  chemical  samples,  as  well  as  1,500  routine 
chlorination  residual  and  pH  tests  were  made  by  the  Company’s 
Chemist  during  the  year.  In  all  2,302  were  dealt  with  and,  in  addi- 
tion, regular  daily  chlorination  residual  tests  were  taken  by  the 
Plant  Attendants  at  all  sources  and  stations.  Also  four  radioactive 
samples  were  analysed. 

Softening  of  Glyn  Pits  water  was  carried  out  continually  during 
the  year,  during  which  127,000,000  gallons  were  dealt  with 
satisfactorily  from  this  hard  water  source. 

There  is  no  measurable  fluoride  content  in  the  Company’s 
natural  waters. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


I am  indebted  to  J.  M.  Williams,  Esq.,  m.a.p.ii.i..  Senior  Public 
Health  Inspector  to  the  Pontypool  Urban  District  Council,  for  the 
following  report  for  1963: — 

Water  Supplies: 

During  the  past  year,  the  Pontypool  and  District  Water  Com- 
pany (a  private  company  formed  some  150  years  ago)  continued 
quite  efficiently  to  provide  the  area  with  its  domestic  water  supply. 
Bearing  in  mind  the  multiplicity  of  sources  from  which  the  various 
supplies  are  gathered,  together  with  the  age  of  many  of  the  water 
mains,  it  is  indeed  quite  a remarkable  feat  that  during  the  year 
only  one  out  of  the  96  samples  taken  showed  slight  contamination 
when  examined  by  the  bacteriologists  of  the  Public  Health  Labora- 
tory Service  at  Newport. 

All  the  various  collecting  points  are  provided  with  filtration 
and  sterilization  plants. 

Sewage  Disposal: 

The  year  has  shown  slight  movement  towards  the  clearing  of 
the  rivers  and  streams  of  sewage  when  our  Surveyor  and  Engineer 
connected  two  offending  sewers  to  the  main  sewerage  scheme  for 
the  area. 

It  is  only  to  be  hoped  that  this  activity  will  be  continued  into 
1964  when  the  long-awaited  completion  of  this  work  may  be 
brought  about. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal: 

These  public  health  services  continued  to  be  operated  by  the 
Council’s  Surveyor  and  Engineer. 

The  collected  refuse  was  deposited  by  controlled  tipping  at 
a site  in  Talywain  and  no  complaints  were  received  of  nuisances 
being  created  by  this  means  of  disposal. 

Rodent  Control: 

During  1963,  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  the  Rodent 
Operatives  made  approximately  2,400  visits  in  connection  with 
rodent  control  and  the  Operatives  cleared  586  infestations.  A 
further  35  sewers  were  also  treated. 
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Swimming  Baths 

The  following  are  the  numbers  attending  the  baths  during 
1963: — 


No.  of 
Adults 

No.  of  Children 

Bath 

Privately 

Thro’ 

Schools 

Total 

Griffithstown 

2,081 

14,944 

5,785 

22,810 

Pontnewynydd 

2,810 

20,567 

2.477 

25,854 

4,891 

35,511 

8,262 

48,664 

During  the  summer  months,  10  samples  of  the  bath  waters 
were  taken  and  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  who  found 
them  all  to  be  reasonably  satisfactory  for  the  types  of  baths. 

Daily  spot  checks  for  free  chlorine  content  were  regularly 
carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors. 

Disinfestation  of  Buildings: 

The  following  number  of  premises  were  treated  for  vermin 
or  insect  pests: — 


Cockroaches  2 

Fleas  2 

Bugs  9 

Ants  10 

Wasps  16 


Total  39 
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Atmospheric  Pollution 

The  following  table  shows  the  average  monthly  readings  for 
the  year  ending  31st  December,  1963: — 


Station 

No. 

Site 

a 

b 

1. 

Warehouse  Roof, 
Messss  Pilkington  Bros. 
(S.W.)  Ltd.,  Panteg 

9.96 

0-82 

2. 

The  Railway  Embankm’t 
Messrs.  Pilkington  Bros. 
(S.W.)  Ltd.,  Panteg 

19.78 

1.24 

3. 

Prefabricated  Bungalow, 
10,  Monmouth  Crescent, 
New  Inn 

11.02 

0.51 

4. 

Private  Club, 

“ Panteg  House,” 
Griffithstown 

13.93 



5. 

Pontypool  Park, 
Pontypool  . . 

12.24 

0-49 

6. 

The  British  Legion  Club, 
Pontnewynydd 

17.55 

— 

7. 

The  Public  Health  Dept., 
Library  Buildings, 
Pontypool  . . 

8. 

Private  Dwelling  House, 
Coed-y-Canddo  Road, 
Panteg 

L28 

9. 

The  Surge  Tower, 
Messrs.  Pilkington  Bros. 
(S.W.)  Ltd.,  Panteg 



L46 

(a)  = Average  monthly  deposited  matter  in  tons/sq.  mile. 

(b)  = Average  daily  SO  ./collected  on  100  sq./cm  of  PbCC 
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Measurement  of  smoke  and  Sulphur  in  the  atmosphere  in  the 
town  centre  is  carried  out  by  the  volumetric  method  in  the  office 
of  the  Public  Health  Department.  It  is  not  possible  to  give  averages 
of  the  results  of  the  investigation  on  account  of  the  time  lapse 
in  receiving  the  results  from  the  Department  of  Industrial  and 
Scientific  Research.  Nevertheless,  the  figures  for  part  of  the  year 
can  be  found  in  the  following  volumes  and  numbers  of  the  Atmo- 
spheric Pollution  Bulletins. 

Volume  30.  Nos.  10  — 12 
Volume  31.  Nos.  1 — 8 


Food  Premises,  Food  Inspection  and  Sampling: 


It  has  been  ascertained  that  the  number  of  food  premises  in 
operation  during  the  year  1963  is  of  the  following  order: — 


General  Stores  Selling  All  Food  Commodities  ...  188 

Greengrocers  and  Fishmongers  9 

Butchers  32 

Bakers  2 

Fish  and  Chip  Shops  11 

Cafes  ...  12 

Public  Houses  and  Hotels  80 

Private  Clubs  ...  20 

Off-Licence  Premises 7 

Works  Canteens  ...  8 


The  Pontypool  Market  also  houses  the  following  businesses: — 


Grocers  

Cooked  Meat  Products 
Butchers 
Fishmongers 
Greengrocers 

Sweet  Confectionery 
Cake  Confectionery 

These  premises  have  involved  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 
for  various  reasons  in  some  680  visits,  excluding  the  time  spent 
in  the  local  slaughterhouse  on  meat  inspection. 

On  the  1st  January,  1963,  the  Private  Slaughterhouse  at 
Grilfithstown  was  discontinued  by  reason  of  its  failure  to  comply 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene)  Regula- 
tions 1959,  and  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty) 
Regulations,  1959.  From  that  date  onwards  the  only  slaughterhouse 


1 

4 

9 
2 

10  at 
least 

2 

3 
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in  the  area  has  been  and  still  continues  to  be  the  premises  owned 
by  the  Abersychan  and  Pontypool  Co-operative  Society,  Ltd.,  at 
Abersychan. 

The  sampling  programme  continued  throughout  the  period 
under  review  and  may  be  summarized  as  follows: — 


Milk  Sampling: 

(a)  For  bacteriological  analysis: — 


Total  No. 
Taken 

Phosphatase 

Meth.  Blue 

Turbidity 

Churn 

Rinses 

Type  of  Sample 

Passed 

Failed 

Void 

Passed 

Failed 



Void 

Passed 

Failed 

Void 

Sats. 

Unsats. 

Pasteurised  Milk 

102 

102 

- 

- 

86 

10 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Tuberculin  Tested 
Pasteurised  Milk 

65 

65 

- 

- 

59 

1 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sterilized  Milk  . . 

49 

49 

Churn  Rinses 

8 

8 

- 

Total 

224 

167 

- 

- 

145 

11 

11 

49 

- 

- 

8 

- 

(b)  For  biological  analysis: 

Two  samples  were  taken  as  spot  checks  from  two  local 
producer-retailers.  Both  were  found  to  be  negative. 

(c)  For  chemical  analysis: 

Six  samples  were  purchased  from  local  distributors  and  all 
complied  with  the  Statutory  Standards.  The  average  com- 
position of  the  milk  sampled  was  as  follows: — 

3.88%  FAT. 

8.63%  SOLIDS  NOT  FAT. 

12.51%  TOTAL  SOLIDS. 
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Ice  Cream  Sampling: 

(a)  For  bacteriological  analysis: 

54  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  from  registered  premises, 
mainly  from  those  who  were  local  manufacturers.  The 


results  were  as 

follows: — 

Grade  1 

Grade  11 

Grade  111 

Grade  IV 

44 

1 

4 

5 

(b)  For  chemical  analysis: 

6 samples  of  ice  cream  were  purchased  for  compliance  with 
the  standards  demanded  by  the  Food  Standards  ( Ice  Cream) 
Regulations,  1959.  All  but  one  were  found  to  comply  with 
the  standard  of  5%  fat  content.  The  offending  ice  cream 
was  6%  deficient  in  fat  and  as  a result  of  the  matter  being 
placed  before  the  Magistrates,  the  manufacturer  vendor 
was  found  guilty  of  the  offence  and  fined  the  sum  of  £10 
and  £5  costs. 

Other  Foods  and  Drugs  Sampled: 

102  samples  were  purchased  throughout  the  year  and  all  were 
reported  upon  as  genuine  by  the  Council’s  Public  Analyst. 

One  sample  of  sweets,  however,  although  genuine,  was  the 
subject  of  a complaint  to  the  Public  Health  Department.  The 
Public  Analyst  stated  that  the  coconut  which  formed  part  of  the 
sweets  was  rancid  and  the  general  condition  indicated  old  stock. 
He  suggested  that  they  should  be  considered  as  unsaleable  even  if 
not  actually  unfit  for  human  consumption.  Unfortunately,  the  sweets 
had  been  purchased  from  a casual  trader  in  the  Pontypool  Market 
and  all  efforts  to  trace  him  proved  abortive.  Correspondence  with 
the  North  of  England  manufacturers  brought  no  evidence  as  to 
the  possible  source  of  the  sweets  and  eventually  the  investigations 
had  to  cease  through  inability  to  locate  the  vendor. 
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Food  Complaints: 


The  following  complaints  were  received  during  the  year: 


Article  of  Food 

Nature  of  the  Complaint 

Action  Taken 

Empty  tin  of  Italian 
peeled  tomatoes. 

Alleged  to  have 
contained  a slug. 

Insufficient  evidence. 
No  further  action. 

Bar  of  chocolate. 

Alleged  to  have 
contained  a maggot. 

Evidence  not  strong 
enough  to  prove  that 
the  maggot  was  in  the 
chocolate  at  time  of 
sale.  All  stock  in  the 
shop  was  examined, 
but  no  evidence  of 
larval  infestation. 
Warning  letter  sent  to 
retailer. 

Bottle  of  orange  juice. 

Containing  a used  foil 
cap  inside  the  sealed 
bottle. 

After  lodging  the  com- 
plaint, the  complainant 
refused  to  give  evidence 
or  to  appear  in  court. 
Council  would  not 
force  an  action.  Warn- 
ing letter  to  bottlers. 

Bottle  of  milk. 

Alleged  to  have  been 
sour  at  the  time  of  de- 
livery. 

No  offence. 

No  further  action. 

Unsound  Food: 

The  following  goods  were  voluntarily  surrendered  to  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption: 


Tinned  Meat 

cwt. 
...  4 

lb. 

105 

oz. 

14 

Raw  Meat  from  Shops  ... 

...  1 

107 

0 

Tinned  Fish  

...  — 

26 

18 

Tinned  Fruit  

...  3 

22 

1 

Tinned  Milk  

...  — 

25 

12 

Miseellaneous  Tinned  Foods 

...  2 

75 

3 

Miscellaneous  Groceries 

...  — 

57 

8 

Total  

...  13 

82 

8 
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Meat  Inspection 

The  following  is  a summary  from  the  records  of  meat  inspected 
at  the  private  slaughterhouse  at  Abersychan: 


Cattle 

exclud- 

ing 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

or 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Total 

Number  killed 

1,058 

5 

45 

6,133 

1,507 

8,748 

Number  inspected 

1,058 

5 

45 

6,133 

1,507 

— 

8,748 

All  Diseases  except 
T.B.  and  Cyst. . . 
Whole  Carcases  . . 

2 

2 

Part  Carcases  or 
Organ  condemned 

137 

341 

88 

566 

% affected 

12-90 

' 

5.56 

5-90 

6-50 

T.B.  Only: 

Whole  Carcase  . . 

Part  Carcase  or 
Organ  condemned 

4 

_ 

_ 

_ 

8 



12 

% affected 

0-37 

0.53 

0.13 

Cysticerosis: 

Part  Carcase  or 
Organ  affected  . . 

Carcases  treated 
by  refrigeration  . . 

. 









— 

— 

Generalised  and 
Totally  c’demned 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

During  the  year  511  complaints  were  received  at  the  Public 
Health  Department  and  the  work  of  the  Inspectors  may  be  shown 
by  the  following,  which  is  a summary  of  their  duties: — 

Total 

Inspection  of  Food  and  Food  Premises  (visits  paid): 

Bakehouses  7 

Butchers’  Shops  ...  29 

Cafes  ...  20 

Confectioners  15 

Dairies  and  Pasteurising  Plants  ...  ...  ...  21 

Fish  Shops  15 

Food  and  Drugs  (Chemical  & Bacteriological)  Samples  327 

Grocers’  Shops  ...  ...  64 

Greengrocers’  Shops  ...  ...  13 

Ice  Cream  Dealers’  and  Tee  Cream  Manufacturers’ 
Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Meat  Inspection  ...  ...  418 

Mobile  Shops  (Hawkers)  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  19 

Miscellaneous  Visits  ...  75 

Market  Stalls  43 

Housing  (visits  paid): 

Slum  Clearance  Inspections  491 

Environmental  and  Overcrowding  Enquiries  ...  139 

Sanitary  Fittings  and  Structural  Defects  ...  ...  224 

Water  Supply  and  Pipes  ...  5 

Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits  (Re-inspections,  etc.)  ...  667 

Improvement  Grants  93 

Land  Charges  280 

General  Sanitation  (visits  paid): 

Accumulations  57 

Atmospheric  Pollution  (Smoke  Complaints  and 
Observations  55 
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Caravans,  Fairgrounds,  etc 40 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 321 

Keeping  of  Animals,  Birds,  etc.  27 

Insect  Pests  32 

Public  House  Urinals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Public  Houses  8 

Refuse  Tips  13 

Rodent  and  Vermin  Infestation  ...  ...  ...  142 

Unclean  Premises  ...  14 

Water  Supplies  (Sampling,  etc.) 63 

Factories  and  Outworkers  (visits  paid)  ...  ...  ...  18 

Shops  Act  Inspections  

Total  3,858 
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METEOROLOGICAL  RECORDS 


I am  indebted  to  the  Council’s  Parks,  Cemetery  and  Allot- 
ments Superintendent,  W.  R.  Dadge,  Esq.,  for  the  following 
information  which  was  recorded  during  1963  at  Panteg  Cemetery. 


Month 

Rainfall 

in 

inches 

Number 
of  rain 
days  per 
month 

Highest 

temp. 

per 

month 

°F 

Lowest 

temp. 

per 

month 

°F 

January 

0.000 

0 

44 

8 

February  . . 

1.300 

2 

40 

13 

March 

7.765 

22 

56 

21 

April 

4.345 

20 

64 

32 

May. . 

1.770 

20 

78 

33 

June.. 

4.260 

17 

82 

47 

July  . . 

2.490 

15 

85 

42 

August 

3.795 

19 

80 

43 

September  . . 

2.340 

13 

78 

37 

October 

2.290 

17 

64 

33 

November  . . 

8.325 

26 

58 

32 

December  . . 

2.230 

8 

50 

21 

Total  rainfall  for  1963  = 40.91  inches. 

Total  number  of  rain  days  for  1963  = 179  days. 

The  rainfall  for  the  previous  ten  years  was  as  follows: — 


1953  ... 

47.23  inches 

1954 

...  63.34  inches 

1955  ... 

51.17  „ 

1956 

...  42.99  „ 

1957  ... 

52.34  „ 

1958 

...  56.96  „ 

1959  ... 

58.76  „ 

1960 

...  73.00  „ 

1961  ... 

47.87  „ 

1962 

...  41.05  „ 

Highest  temperature  for  1963  ...  85 °F. 

Lowest  temperature  for  1963  ...  8°F. 

The  winter  of  1962-63  was  the  severest  in  living  memory, 
when  severe  frosts  and  snow  lasted  for  twelve  weeks  from  26. 12. ’62. 
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